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Morning Messages 

 

Dec. 4 -  A Lesson in the Lists, (Matthew 12:1-16) 
Dec. 11 -  Don’t Miss Christmas, (Luke 2:1-7) 
Dec. 18 -  Help is On the Way, (Isaiah 9:2-6) 

Dec. 25 -  So Many Great Gifts, (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 

At 10am on Tuesday morning,  
November 22, a family brought a 
check to the church for $2,500, 
which, along with the “matching 
gift” will completely pay off our 
Building Loan Balance!  What an 
amazing accomplishment for our 
church.  What a wonderful season 
(thanksgiving/Advent) for this mir-
acle to occur.  Thank you to all 
who have made this a special 
thanksgiving week.  For thirteen 
years our church family has prac-
ticed sacrificial giving in order to 
bring us to this day.  Of course 
there is continued work on our 
building to do (completion of the 
Family Life floor and the enclos-
ing of our Atrium area) but this is 
truly a time to pause and celebrate.  
In spite of the Covid pandemic, a 
Denominational upset, and the 
death of number of our faithful 
members, our church has moved 
forward to make this goal a reality.  
I believe this is a sure sign that 
God has many great and wonderful 
days ahead for this congregation!   

 Pastor, Allen 

December  2022 

Advent is a time to draw closer to God.  Obviously, one draws closer to God 
through times of personal devotion and prayer.  However, as a church we also 
hope to provide many opportunities for our members and friends to draw 
closer to God through a variety of special services of worship and opportuni-
ties for fellowship: 
 

Advent Devotions 
An Advent Devotion Guide has been prepared which includes suggested dai-
ly Scripture readings along with a prayer focus for the week.  On the back of 
this guide you will find a calendar of special events and opportunities for the 
season.  (Please take a number of these and share them with your friends.) 
 

Partridge in a Prayer Tree 
We want Advent to be a special time of prayer and “prayer request decora-
tions” have been prepared for each of our members and friends.  If you have a 
prayer request, please fill out a “prayer decoration” and place it on the tree.  
We invite all to take one or more of the prayer requests and make these re-
quests a part of your prayer experience throughout this season. 
 

Family Advent-ures 
A kit for families with children of all ages to help you celebrate the Advents 
season.  The kit includes:  scriptures, devotionals, crafts, and recipes.  You 
can pick up a family kit on the “children’s table in the Narthex. 
 

Messiah 
Once again our church will host the annual presentation of Handel’s Messiah 
performed by our Sapulpa High School Choir . This presentation will feature 
soloists from our High School choir along with alumni of the school. This 
presentation is open to the community and will be shared Tuesday, December 
13th at 7:30 p.m.  

Crossbeams 

Advent: A Time To Draw Near 



• Larry Fry (health) 
• Gary Golden (health) 
• Ed Mouser (health) 
• Kay Arbenz (health) 
• Jared Murphy (health) 
• Allen Cox (health & job) 
• Justin (Cheryl Cox’s son, job) 
• Cheryl Cox (health) 
• Barbara Weaver (health) 

• Mary Ann Faulkner  (shoulder surgery 

recovery) 

• Sue Coonce (passing of great-

granddaughter) 

• Ginger Spencer (COVID) 

• David (April White’s BIL—Lung transplant 

surgery recovery 

• The Gowdy Family (loss of  Brittany) 

Please inform us of prayer  
requests: 

Phone: (918)224-3006  
Email: admin@sapulpafumc.org 

Names on this list  
will be removed after 2 weeks. 

01 Jan Stinson, Micha Lopez, Mike Huang 
02 Destiny Thompson, Nicholas Patterson 
03 D. J. Tuttle 
04 Phyllis Barada 
06 Kira Calhoun 
07 Colette Graham, Devon Tuttle, Hannah 
Jennings 
09 Barbara Collins, Natalie Crouch 
10 Lisa Breedlove 
11 Billy Wideman 
12 Adam Paxton 
13 Joy Million, Karen Linnington, Rick 
Mason 
14 Jan Hurt, Sheridyn Banks 
15 Jennifer Johnson 
16 Caleb John Shouse 
16 Emily Swift, Jamie Harp, Pat Graham 
17 Judy Fields 
18 Doug Jones, Matt Dunkelberger, Sarah 
Jones, Ted Evans 
20 Amy Bell, Karen Engleman 
21 Matthew Trosper 
22 Lori Stidman 
23 Shannan Davis 
25 Rick Smith 
26 Gabriel Herring, Natalie Wideman 
28 Jack Prine, Scott Harris 
30 Helen Vance, Rusty Helms 
31 Steven Shouse, Troy LaFevers 

Each of our Sundays in Advent will have a special emphasis and provide 
opportunity for individuals and families to draw closer to God… 
 

Children’s Program  -  Dec. 4 
 
Sunday, December 4 will feature an emphasis on our 
children.  The children will be a part of our morning 
worship and there will be special event for them on 
Sunday afternoon. 
 

Choir & Bell Choir  -  Dec. 11 
 
Our Chancel Choir and Bell Choir will be featured 
on Sunday, December 11.   Special music coupled 
with readings, scriptures, and a message by Pastor 
Schneider will be shared. 
 

Lessons & Carols  -  Dec. 18 
 
The traditional service of Lessons and Carols will be 
shared on Sunday, Dec. 18.  This is a service in 
which the “grand story” of Christmas, from prophecy 
to fulfillment is proclaimed. 
 

Christmas Eve Communion  -  Dec. 24 
 
On Christmas eve, a service of Communion and Can-
dle Lighting will be offered at 5:30 p.m.  This is a 
beautiful service celebrating the birth of Christ into our 
world.  Communion will be offered for all.  Hymns, 
scriptures, special music, and a beautiful candle light-
ing service will be shared.  For those who are unable to 
be with us, we hope to have the service posted on YouTube by 9:00 p.m. 
 
  

Christ In The Manger Offering 
 

Every year, during Advent, we receive a Christ in the Manger Offering.  
You will receive a letter from Pastor Schneider, the first week of December,   
explaining in detail the opportunity of this special gift.  We invite you to 
bring your offering with you on Christmas eve; or you can simply mail it 
into the church.  A list of the various missions benefiting from this offering 
will be found with your letter.  Thank you for your generous support. 

Special Times Of Worship 

Angel Tree (A Ministry of Sharing with Those in Need) 

 
Located in the Narthex you will find the traditional Angel 
Tree wreath hanging with the names of a number of Creek 
County foster children. If you decide to be a blessing to a 
child this Christmas, please be sure to bring in your 
wrapped gift by December 12th along with the tag you 
pulled from the wreath. Gift ideas are listed on the tags, 
but feel free to do what you wish with gift options.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas to all.  As Dionne Warwick sang… What the world needs 
now is love sweet love.  Let this season be one of love, understanding and fam-
ily. 
 
The Women have been busy setting up next year’s calendar.  The booklet will 
be ready right after the first of the year.   
 
Upcoming Events   
 
Joy Circle/Esther Circle        December 8th 9:30 AM              Fellowship Hall 
 
Unit Meeting                         December 8th 9:30 AM              Fellowship Hall  
 
New Officer Training            January 7th 10 AM – 12 PM       Library 
 
All women are welcome so come join us and find out about how United 
Women in Faith are making a difference in our community and in our world. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Kay Arbenz 

October Financial Update 
Income:   
Unrestricted:      $ 41,899 
Revenues:            $ 1,028 
Restricted:       $ 0  
Total Income:           $ 42,927 
Expense:      $ 62,057 
 
Fund Balance ($ -33,164)  
 

For The Record 
Participation in Worship 
 
 11/06 Service:  102  
 11/13 Service:  112  
 11/20 Service:  108  
 11/27 Service:  117  
 
Family Life Loan Balance 
As of  Nov. 27 :  $ 0 

COAT DRIVE 
  FOR ALLEN BOWDEN 
 

We are collecting coats sizes 4 
to 14-16 for boys and girls. Mone-
tary donations are welcomed for a 
few hoodies for the middle schoolers 
who did not receive one last year.  
Also, we could use 5 nice adult coats 
for the larger kids. 
 
Let’s make this the best coat drive 
yet to bless the children who are less 
fortunate.  Last day to collect coats is 
December 11. Hats, gloves, and 
scarves are welcome too.  Thank you 
to those who have already given to 
this important project!!! 
God bless you and keep you!  
Laurie McDonel 

Thank You! 
 
Kristi, Beth, and I want to thank the congregation for the wonderful surprise 
Pastor’s Appreciation Day that was shared with us in October.  We have a lot 
of “sneaky” people in this church because with all of this preparation we nev-
er had any clue that this event was in the making.  Thank you to all for the 
decorations, notes of appreciation and encouragement, the reception, and the 
money gifts.  But most of all Thank You for being such a wonderful, caring, 
and supportive congregation and staff.  We appreciate all of you in more ways 
that we can express. 
 
Yours in Christ,  

                         Allen,  Kristi,  Beth 

We are grateful for several recent 
opportunities to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus Christ in our communi-
ty and church! We partnered with 
Shoulder2Shoulder twice to provide 
a hot meal to any that came and be a 
part of their ministry here in Sapul-
pa. We also held a drive/competition 
to make “Bags with a Purpose." 
Church members created approxi-
mately 200 bags filled with snacks 
and toiletry items to be handed out to 
those in need at street corners and 
various other locations. Please be 
sure to pick up some bags at the 
church to hand out through your car 
window or in any fashion you feel 
led. Our Blessing Box continues to 
be stocked with nonperishable items 
donated by our church members and 
others from the community. We have 
also assisted a couple church mem-
bers with urgent needs. Many thanks 
to those of you that have helped and 
supported these mission efforts!! We 
pray you will continue to do so as we 
look forward to the opportunities to 
serve that God will provide for us in 
the upcoming year! If you want to 
help and be a part of our church’s 
mission efforts, please get in touch 
with us! May hope, love, joy and the 
peace of God fill your hearts and 
homes at this time of celebrating the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus the Christ! 

Missions Update 



Ministry Team 
 

Dr. Allen Schneider  (Senior Pastor)                    allen@sapulpafumc.org             
Trish Prine (Office Administrator)           admin@sapulpafumc.org 
Nancy Green (Financial Administrator)           finance@sapulpafumc.org 
Sheri Osborne (Family/Children Dir.)                  kids@sapulpafumc.org 
Gina Blansett (Nursery Director)                      gina.blansett@gmail.com 
Cabe Killingsworth (Youth Director)                 youth@sapulpafumc.org 
Jim Gregory  (Organist/Director of Music)            jim@sapulpafumc.org 
Terri Wadley (Music Associate)                    dtlwadley1975@gmail.com 
Leslie Schmidt (Praise Team Director)          leslieaschmidt@yahoo.com 
Sarah Jones (A/V Director)            sjones@sapulpafumc.org 
Paul Tucker  (Building/Maintenance)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas Church Family! 
 
Here is a quick look into what the Youth have going on this 
month... 
 
Wednesday Nights: We will continue our Wednesday Night 
bible studies through the end of the semester before we take 
a break for the Christmas holiday. As always, community 
dinners start at 5:30pm with bible study going from 6:15-
7:00pm.  
 
Sunday Mornings: Sunday School begins at 9:30am in the 
upstairs Youth classrooms. Come join us for some fun 
games and engaging bible study! 
 
Fun Events: We would love for everyone to come out and 
join us in the Sapulpa Christmas Parade on Saturday the 
10th! This year, our float theme is Rudolph so come dressed 
warm, festive, and ready to hand out candy to the whole 
town. Be on the lookout for more details and please contact 
Mrs. Sheri or Cabe with questions regarding this event. 
 
We hope everyone has a blessed and merry Advent and 
Christmas season. Know that you are continuously being 
prayed for at this church by so many people.  
 
God Bless, 
Youth Director, Cabe Killingsworth 

The United Methodist Men will 
have their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, December 2nd, at 12:00.  
They will be meeting in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Lunch will be provided 
by Ken Henderson.  All men of the 
church are invited to join us for 
fellowship, lunch, and a time of 
devotion.  

The countdown to Christmas has begun!  
 
We have many opportunities for celebration and serving 
this month. I am most excited about Next Gen Chapel time 
reopening in December. After worship we will be having 
special advent services for kids and will return to the sanc-
tuary prior to the closing hymn. 
 
We are participating in the Sapulpa Christmas Parade Sat 
Dec 10th. The Youth chose a "Rudolph" theme to go along 
with the verse Isaiah 60:1"Let your light shine for all to 
see" If you are interested in participating see Sheri or Cabe 
for more details. 
 
Sat Dec 17th is the "Kid's Christmas Workshop" (aka 
parent's day out) from 12-5. We will have crafts, baking, a 
Christmas store, movie and snacks. We ask that you re-
serve your spot to ensure we have enough supplies on 
hand. Sign ups close Dec 13th. 
 
Be sure to stop by the kid's table outside the sanctuary for 
Advent kits and devotionals. It is so easy to get caught up 
in the waves of activity and become anxious and stressed. 
My prayer is that you have time to pause and remember the 
hope we have in the Messiah's coming.  
 
You are so loved.  

Ms. Sheri  

December 7: 
Barbeque Sliders & Soup 
 
December 14: 
Christmas Dinner: Ham, Turkey, Green Bean  
Casserole, Sweet Potato Casserole, Dressing,  
Cranberry Salad & Desserts 

Cross & Flame Café  

Trunk or Treat 2022 


