
 
PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage  
PAID 

Sapulpa  Ok 
Permit No 133 Crossbeams 

First United Methodist Church 
1401 E. Taft 
Sapulpa, OK 74066 
Return Service Requested 

Are We There Yet? 

 Dr. Allen Schneider 

Office:  918-224-3006           Web:  www.sapulpafumc.org 

Morning Messages 

 

 

Nov. 1 -  Wisdom With Words, (Psalm 34) 
Nov. 8 -  Laity Sunday:  Cabe & Shari Sharing Testimonies 

Nov. 15 - Wisdom and Our Use of Time 
Nov. 22 -  Reasons for Thanksgiving, (Pv. 3:1-12) 

Nov. 29  -  Hanging of the Greens 
 

Daylight  
Savings Time 

 
Remember to set your clocks back  
before you go to bed on Saturday 
evening, October 31, 2020. 

It is common, when riding long dis-
tances, for children to ask, ñAre we 
there yet?ò  For them there is a des-
tination in mind and the time spent 
riding in a car seems to go slowly.  I 
feel a little bit the same way when it 
comes to re-launching fully the pro-
gram of our church.  I look forward 
to the time when the threat of covid-
19 is past and we are all about our 
business of fellowshipping, wor-
shipping, studying, and enjoying 
life together.  But, the fact is, we 
arenôt there yet.  I was hopeful we 
would be there as Thanksgiving and 
Advent arrived, but unfortunately 
there is still a ways to go.  My only 
suggestion is to Redeem the Time!  
By that I mean, letôs make the best 
use of our time in the best way that 
we can.  We canôt do everything we 
want to do during this holiday sea-
son, but there are still many things 
we can do that will bring meaning.  
Lights are going up, some small 
groups are beginning to regather, 
meaningful worship will continue to 
be provided.  We hope and pray this 
will be a special and meaningful 
time for each of our members. 

November 2020 

Advent will begin on the last Sun-
day in November, the 29th.  As you 
can imagine, Advent will be some-
what different this year.  For exam-
ple, there will be no choir cantata 
and we will not be hosting the High 
School Messiah program this year.   
At this point we are still considering 
what aspects of our traditional Ad-
vent season we can maintain and 
celebrate.  We are certain that we 
will provide communion for the en-
tire church in some manner.   As we 
draw closer to the 1st Sunday in Ad-
vent we will provide specific infor-
mation.  It is truly our intention to 
make the Advent and Christmas sea-
son a special time of hope for our 
church and community. 

Small Steps Advent Is Coming 

The covid-19 problem is continuing; 
safety is on our minds as we strive to  
move forward with ministries and 
programs.  At present, we have de-
cided to take some additional small 
steps in restoring our program.   
 
 Two months ago we authorized 
adult small groups to meet once 
again in our building.  We asked 
each group to schedule their meeting 
with the church office and to meet in 
an area where they can maintain safe 
distances.  Beginning in November 
we will re-launch our Nursery but 
only during the Sunday morning 
worship hour.  We will also re-
launch childrenôs church (during the 
worship hour) and allow small 
groups of youth to meet during this 
time as well.  We are also authoriz-
ing small groups of youth and chil-
dren to meet in the church through-
out the week.  Again, please coordi-
nate schedule with the church office 
and meet with safety precautions in 
mind.  Should we have a problem we 
will have to restrict building use 
once again. 



02 Tucker Collins 
     Judy Goff 
     Randy Gordon 
     Alex Prine 
03 Michael Dooley 
     Pam Stockard 
04 Kendal Beaty 
     Kaleb Drew 
     Reagan O'Steen 
     Elizabeth Trosper 
05 Christian Bartleson 
     David Epperson 
     Cason Helms 
     Cherie Murphy 
     Beth Schneider 
     Jacob Wolff 
06 Peyton Langston 
07 John Bartleson 
     Thomas Cluck 
     Drew Mathis 
     Sue Popera 
08 Calvin Lopez 
      Lucretia Pardinas 
09 Xavier Lopez 
      Jeff Reh 
10 Ryker Heape 
11 Ky Chaffin 
     Donovan Heape 
     Kyle Spencer 
     Patti Stobaugh 
12 Tyler Green 
     Keegan Helms 
     Ken Henderson 
     Abigal Inda 

§ Margie Kirk 

§ Jessica Dickey 
§ Kira Calhoun 
§ Jim Williams 
§ Brashear Family 
on the loss of 
Randy 

§ Jim & Pam Stockard on the 
loss of niece 

Names on this list will be removed after 2 
weeks unless we have been notified. 
Please inform us if the prayer need is: 

Phone: (918)224-3006  
Email:  

admin@sapulpafumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

We are sad to report that about 2 weeks ago our church fell victim to a cyber 
ransom ware attack.  Cyber intruders invaded the computer of our financial 
administrator  along with both our main server and back-up server.  To date 
we are not totally certain how this attack was executed.  They were, however, 
able to encrypt  all of our data base data (including our membership records, 
financial/accounting information, and donation records) along with all of the 
documents from our Shared Drive.  By encrypting these files they rendered 
them useless to us and then demanded a ransom  for a ñkeyò to unlock our 
own files.   
 
We have been working to address this problem with both local authorities and 
representatives of the FBI.  We have been advised not pay the ransom and we, 
internally, had also reached that decision.   
 
For the past two weeks we have been working with our computer technologist 
(Ralph) to ñrebuildò most of our systems.  Fortunately, he had a back up of 
our data base files from July on a separate computer and has been able to re-
store our data base as of July.  (Information entered after July will all have to 
be re-entered).  Unfortunately he did not have a separate back up of our docu-
ments; Trish and I have hard copies of many of them and we will have to 
make PDF copies and copy them back into the computer.  This will take some 
time and also, if we need to alter any of the documents we will have to re-type 
it. 
 
In order to protect ourselves from future attacks, we are significantly chang-
ing our back up and security approach.  We will now have a local back up that 
is not ñsyncedò with our other server so and attack on one will not affect the 
other.  Also, we are initiating an off-site (cloud based) back up which will 
occur each evening and be ñarchivedò each day so that if this ever happens 
again we can simply go back to a day before the attack and reinstall the data. 
 
For the past several weeks we have been unable to create labels, do mass 
mailings, or send out any type of group email.  (Thus our Weekly Word has 
not going out and you may be receiving this Crossbeams late.)  By the time 
you receive this newsletter we should be operational once again.  However, it 
is almost certain that we will not have recovered all of our entries since July, 
so please be patient if we are not able to answer questions (especially related 
to giving statements or fund balances) immediately.  It is going to take some 
time to get our information full restored and up to date. Thank you for your 
prayers and understanding during this time when our office personnel is deal-
ing with a great challenge. 

Data Base Attack And Response November  
Birthdays 

     J. R. Romine 
     Danna Trosper 
14 Erin Mullins 
15 Tabitha McClanahan 
      Laurie McDonel 
      Cole Patterson 
16 Job Calhoun 
     Kaitlyn Goodpasture 
     Kitty Goodpasture 
17 Pat Bates 
      Lindy Lowery 
18 Timothy Maroutsos 
19 Gretchen White 
20 Craig Evans 
      Jesse Graham 
      Rick Humphreys 
     John Sharber 
22 Lahomea Belcher 
      Logan Osborne 
      Cathy Rains 
23 Wyatt Fink 
      Vicki Lisle 
24 Kenneth Alverson 
     Charlie Crouch 
25 Barbara Bush 
27 David Patterson 
     Whitney Robertson 
     Lillyana Stevens 
     Debbie Webb 
28 Marti Spradlin 
29 Debbie Green 
     Ashlea Martinez 
     Jack Ridenour 
30 Steve McCormick 

All is going great with our Backpack Ministry!  I can't 
thank you enough for all who are helping in all sorts of 
ways to insure we have food for the children at Allen 
Bowden School who are food insecure.   

We will be having a planning meeting on Wednesday,  
November 4, at 1:00 P.M. to discuss what we can do to  
encourage and bless the staff.   

These are tough times and in speaking with the principal, Amy Karnes, she 
said it would be so greatly appreciated.  
Bring your ideas and let's meet in the Family Life Center to brainstorm and 
come up with a plan!  Call Laurie at 918-521-9505 if you can come or want to 
help in some way.  God bless you church family!!! 



 

Our School Supply mission did well, considering we are in the midst of the 
COVID 19 Pandemic.  We were able to give them supplies and a check for 
$300.00 to buy copy paper.  We have one more box of stuff to take to them 
and Sheri will take it when she delivers the socks the children are collecting. 
 
Thank you for all the help for the Rummage Sale.  We had a massive number 
of items to unload and get on tables. It does take a village.  We could NEVER 
have gotten everything done if we had not had all the volunteers that randomly 
showed up and unpacked boxes, organized and set up displays. We could not 
have done it without you all!   And a big thank you to Paul Tucker.  He has 
been managing the incoming boxes and bags since March!   It was a wonderful 
sale.  The sale brought in a little over $4,000.00.  Not bad for a day and a half 
of selling. 
 
November is World Thank Offering month.  Please remember to bring your 
offering to your Circle meeting.  I usually have a jar with money I find on the 
street, however this year it is pretty empty.  Thanks to the pandemic. 
 
Our Circles have started to meet again.  They have been small gatherings, but 
we will get back to normal.  The Joy circle will meet again on November 5th 
and the Esther Circle will meet on Nov 12th.  Right now we are meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall so we can continue with Social Distancing. 

Financial Update 

In terms of giving, our church as done very well this year through the month of 
July.  In August and September, however, there was a significant drop off.  We 
know it is difficult to remember to give, especially when regular groups and 
activities which we usually enjoy are not presently meeting.  But we are doing 
the best we can to continue to offer services and ministries to our members and 
to this community.  So, as we move into the final two months of this year, we 
are going to be playing ñcatch up.ò  We are thankful for all who have been so 
financially faithful to the church during these trying times.  We are hopeful 
that during the months of November and December that we will be able to fin-
ish the  year well.  Please know that on-line giving options have expanded and 
are a great way to ñsend inò your financial gifts. 

September Financial Summery 
Income:   
Unrestricted: $ 24,276.50 
Revenues:     $      260.39 
Restricted:    $         23.05 
Total:            $ 24,560.48 
 
August Expenses Total: $ 33,789.19 
August Difference:  ($ 9,228.64) 

For The Record 
Participation in Worship 
 
10/04  Service: 61  Online: 25         
10/11  Service: 55  Online: 33 
10/18  Service: 63  Online: 10 
10/25  Service: 64  Online: 19 
 
Family Life Center Loan Balance 
As of September 30:  $ 141,657.00 

Charge Conference 
 
Our Charge Conference will be held 
this year on Monday, November 9.  
This years Charge Conference will 
simply involve an email vote affirm-
ing the actions that were voted on at 
the Church Council meeting of Octo-
ber19.  Members of the Charge Con-
ference will receive an official email 
on the 19th.  Please ñreplayò to this 
email with your vote within 24 
hours.  Your email vote will serve as 
a record of your attendance. 

The October Drive-In movie was a 
success thanks to Sheri and Cabe!  
We had yummy treats and warm 
fires.  Our new movie screen was a 
huge improvement! 
 

Movie Night Pictures 


