First United Methodist Church
1401 E. Taft
Sapulpa, OK 74066
Return Service Requested

Crossbeams

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Sapulpa Ok
Permit No 133

December 2020

The Season Of Advent

Hope Is Coming

The season of Advent begins, Sunday, November 29th. Advent is a season of
preparation (for the coming of Christ) and great celebration. Though we will
have to alter, somewhat, our Advent services of worship this year, we are planning to lift up all of our usual themes. The following is our schedule plan:

Celebration of the Greens
November 29

Dr. Allen Schneider

It is with great joy that many received the news that a covid-19 vaccine might be released by the end of
this year. Though it will be released
in stages (and may well be into the
Spring or Summer before it is available to the general population)
many have said they new find their
hopes renewed. Perhaps the end of
the covid-19 pandemic is in sight.
While I share this hope and pray
daily for the scientists and medical
teams who are working on this
problem, I would have to remind us
that hope is on the way but it is not
because of any vaccine., No, our
only hope for true “systemic”
change in our world is the worship
of and the yield to the lordship of
Jesus Christ. He is the one who
can: forgive and deliver us from
sin, mend the broken hearted, and
issue in a much needed experience
of peace. The season of Advent is
upon us; and in this season we reminded to “turn our eyes upon
Him.” He is the light of the world
and He is our true hope for the healing of our land.

This will be a
time to remember the significance of the
beautiful decorations that adorn
our
Sanctuary
during this
season.

Children’s Program
December 6

Our children’s program will be
done in a way this year that every
child can participate (even visitors).
No rehearsals are planned.

Worship Team
December 13

No choir cantata this year, but we
will have a day filled with the special and joyous music of Christmas.

Lessons & Carols
December 20

This is a wonderful
service of Scripture and song that
helps set the stage
for the celebration
of Christmas.

Morning Messages
Dec. 6 - Mighty God, (Luke 1:46-55)
Dec. 13 - Everlasting Father, (Luke 1:67-79
Dec. 20 - Prince of Peace, (Luke 2:8-14)
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve: He Will Reign, (Matthew 1:18-23)
Dec. 27 - The Zeal of the Lord, (Luke 2:21-32
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Christmas Eve

Service of Communion and Candle light
Though final plans still have not been
made, the Worship Team is recommending that we provide our Christmas Eve service of Communion and
Candle Lighting by means of an online broadcast this year. The reason
for this recommendation is of course
the safety of our congregation and
community friends. Christmas Eve is
usually a service that is very well attended, and though we have no way of
knowing how many would come this year, we do not want to be in the position of having to turn participants away due to the need for safe distancing.
By providing the service, online, at 5:00 Christmas Eve, every individual,
couple, and family can participate (similar to how we do Communion on the
1st Sunday of each month). Obviously, we would rather be together in worship with our Church family on Christmas Eve. We are praying about how
we can celebrate together in a special way, and keep all of our members
safe.

Christmas Cards

Christmas Offering

Once again this year we have our
church family Christmas card box
available in the Narthex. You can
drop off cards anytime during
office hours during the week. If
you would like to drop the cards
off on Sunday, someone will be
there to file your cards for
you. Our goal is to maintain social distancing around the box.
We will have a list of members
available for you starting the first
Sunday of Advent.

Each year, during Advent and
Christmas, we take a special offering which we call our Christ in
the Manger offering. This is an
offering for missional ministries
supported through the apportionments of our church. We usually
invite participants to bring this
offering on Christmas Eve; this
year we simply ask you to mail in
your special gift or to drop it by
the church. Many are counting on
our generosity. We encourage all
to give in a special way.

Angel Tree
An Angel Tree wreath has been
placed in our Narthex. A description of the needs and hopes of the
children we are serving can be
found on each card. Please plan to
shop and return your gifts by December 6. If you have questions,
please contact April White who coordinates this ministry.

Altar Flowers
Altar Flower dates available: 12/06,
12/20, 12/27, and all dates are open
for 2021.

End Of Year
Giving
We approach the end of the year
with challenges to our General
Budget. Deaths of a number of
members, families moving away,
and our inability to offer on-going
services of study, fellowship,
ministry, and prayer have all contributed to decline in giving over
the past several months. We will
need a strong December to end
the year in the “black” with all of
our missions and commitments
paid. So please be prayerful in
your giving as we enter this final
month. We want to end well.

01 Mike Huang
Kevin Lopez
Jan Stinson
02 Nicholas Patterson
Destiny Thompson
03 D. J. Tuttle
Doris Yocham
04 Phyllis Barada
06 Kira Calhoun
07 Colette Jane Graham
Hannah Jennings
Devon Tuttle
09 Barbara Collins
Natalie Crouch
10 Lisa Breedlove
11 Billy Wideman
12 Diana Kennedy
Don Martin
Matt Maupin
Adam Paxton
13 Karen Linnington
Rick Mason
Joy Million
14 Sheridyn Banks
Jan Hurt
15 Jennifer Johnson



















16 Pat Graham
Jamie Harp
Caleb John Shouse
17 Judy Fields
18 Matt Dunkelberger
Ted Evans
Doug Jones
20 Amy Bell
Karen Engleman
21 Matthew Trosper
22 Lori Stidman
23 Nick Brashear
25 Rick Smith
26 Gabriel Herring
Amanda Lawson
Natalie Wideman
28 Scott Conner Harris
Jack Prine
29 Nathan Bewley
30 Carolyn Bartlett
Natalie Bewley
Hazel Chambers
Ashley Finnell
Helen Vance
31 Troy LaFevers
Steven Wayne Shouse

Margie Kirk
Jessica Dickey
Kira Calhoun
Barbara Bush
Baby Hayze
Cheryl Cox
Lisa Newell
Richard Larson
Lori Stark
Ron Coonce
Kitty Goodpasture
Kay Arbenz
Family of Mike Paxton

Cyndi Cochran (Student of Matt Trosper)
Tsosie Family (friends of the Trospers)
Jack Bass (Steve Collins Brother-in-Law)
Garland Osborne

Names on this list will be removed after 2
weeks unless we have been notified.
Please inform us if the prayer need is:
Phone: (918)224-3006
Email:
admin@sapulpafumc.org

Charge Conference
Charge Conference was done differently this year. Most of it was conducted during a Church Council
Meeting in October; the actual
Charge Conference was convened
through a Zoom meeting of our Executive Team, and the final votes
were taken through an email ballot.
A summation of the key reports
(Pastor’s UMC, Children & Youth)
along with financial statements and a
nominations list is being prepared
and will be available to all who are
interested. These will be placed on
tables in our Narthex and/or mailed
to those who make a request. Thank
you to all who worked on the preparation of these reports and cooperated in a unique and unusual Charge
Conference this year.

Missions Update
We have been blessed to continue
our participation in the Farmers to
Families food assistance program
which we started with in July. The
last couple Saturdays we have distributed 288 boxes of food and 192
gallons of milk, approximately 3
tons of food, in less than an hour
each Saturday. There is great need
in our community! The Blessing
Box continues to provide nonperishable food items daily, thanks to your
contributions and financial support.
We would like to ask your support
through the holidays again this year
with our Advent Calendar, which
will be available in the narthex and
also on our website.
This Thanksgiving I am extremely
grateful for all those who have participated in our food distribution program, being flexible when schedules
change and delivery trucks run late,
and when the weather is not exactly
perfect! Thank you and God bless
each and every one of you!!

For The Record
Participation in Worship
11/01
11/08
11/15
11/29

Service: 77
Service: 61
Service: 60
Service: 52

Online: 31
Online: 30
Online: 23
Online: 15

September Financial Summery
Income:
Unrestricted: $ 24,276.50
Revenues: $ 260.39
Restricted: $
23.05
Total:
$ 24,560.48

Family Life Center Loan Balance August Expenses Total: $ 33,789.19
As of September 30: $ 141,657.00 August Difference: ($ 9,228.64)

As we start the Advent season, we all can reflect on what a year this has been
and be thankful for our Savior. Although we have had a stressful and uncertain year, we have all had God in our hearts and he has surrounded us with his
love and strength. Our church has been here and although we have had a
“different” worship year, we have shared the love, hope and our church has
done what we as Methodist do, GIVE. Our Blessing Box has been full, the
Pumpkin Patch made money for the Backpack program, Trunk or Treat and
Rummage Sale (thanks to the COVID 19 closet cleaning) were both successful! It has been a blessed year.

The United Methodist Women have been cautious in returning to our Circle
meetings. We have not yet met as a Joy Circle, but we will in December. The
Esther Circle has met and are happy to be meeting again. It is so nice to see
the eyes of our ladies. We are anxious to see full faces again!

Upcoming Events
There will be an Executive Officers meeting at December 7th at 1:00 in the
Fellowship Hall. The calendar for 2021 will be completed. Kay will get the
2021 booklets out as soon as possible after that meeting. If you have moved or
have a new phone number, please let Kay Arbenz know.
Joy Circle will meet on December 3rd at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.
November was World Thank Offering month. The Joy Circle did not meet.
Please bring your World Thank Offering. We will wrap our Angel Tree gifts.
Kay will select an Angel from the tree in the Narthex as soon as they are put
up.
Esther Circle will meet on December 10th at 9:30 in the Fellowship hall.
Esther Circle will host a White Elephant auction and wrap Angel Tree gifts.
Social Distance guidelines will be followed and no refreshments will be
served.
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” —John 8:12

Hey Sapulpa FUMC!
Here are a few updates for what is going on with the Youth
in December...

Hey Everyone!
Advent is such an exciting season! The Israelites had been
waiting..and waiting..and waiting..and waiting... for God's
promised Messiah- and when He arrived, He certainly wasn't
what they expected. Jesus wasn't born in a palace, or in a
military compound, God's plan was SO MUCH BETTER.
This year certainly hasn't been what I expected, but God has
provided and blessed in so many ways- nothing takes God
by surprise, God is still in control!
We have lots of fun lined up through the Advent season!
We are showing Christmas movies Sunday 12/6 and 12/13 watch for announcements for times, titles and themes
****SPECIAL EVENT ******
Since the Christmas Parade was cancelled, we decided to
have our own! We are going to have our First Annual Christmas Cheer Train(!!)

We will meet in the church parking lot Sunday Dec 20 at
2pm (You do not have to decorate your car or make signs,
but it will be more fun!) We will then caravan past the
homes of our friends and family who cannot come to church,
honking and waving and spreading love and Christmas
cheer. We will then return to the church for cocoa, snacks
and a special showing of "Its A Wonderful Life". If you
want to be part of the caravan or add to our list of homes to
visit please contact Ms. Sheri or the church office.

Wednesday Night Bible Study: We are still meeting every
Wednesday evening for bible study. Dinner is served at
5:30 and the lesson is from 6:00-7:00. We meet in the Fellowship Hall. However, we will not be meeting on the 23rd
and 30th of this month due to the holiday break.
Sunday School: We have started Sunday school back up on
Sunday mornings. We meet at 10:45 in the sanctuary and
stay for the first part of "big church". Then, after the second song, usually the contemporary song, we sneak out of
the sanctuary and meet in the upstairs Youth classrooms
for a lesson.
Volunteering: There are a few volunteer opportunities
available this month. Most of them are involved with the
church so be on the lookout for updates on those dates and
times. Contact me if you have any questions regarding
those events or anything else involving the Youth.
I am always praying for the church! I hope everyone stays
safe over the holidays and we have a lovely season celebrating the birth of our Christ. God bless everyone!

-Cabe Killingsworth, Youth Director

I am looking forward to celebrating this season with you!
You are loved.

Ms Sheri

Thank You
from Liz Murphy
Thanks to all for the support. I arrived home
Saturday (10/31) from the hospital. Thank you
all for the cards, calls, gifts, and prayers. Your
thoughtfulness and love was greatly appreciated.
—Love, Liz Murphy

Line for food distribution on November 21, 2020

Ministry Team
Dr. Allen Schneider (Senior Pastor)
allen@sapulpafumc.org
Trish Prine (Office Administrator)
admin@sapulpafumc.org
Nancy Green (Financial Administrator)
finance@sapulpafumc.org
Sheri Osborne (Children’s Director)
sapulpafumckids@gmail.com
Gina Blansett (Nursery Director)
gina.blansett@gmail.com
Cabe Killingsworth (Youth Director)
youth@sapulpafumc.org
Jim Gregory (Organist/Director of Music)
jim@sapulpafumc.org
Terri Wadley (Music Associate)
dtlwadley1975@gmail.com
Leslie Schmidt (Praise Team Director)
leslieaschmidt@yahoo.com
Trish Prine (Audio/Visual Director)
4prine@gmail.com
Paul Tucker (Building/Maintenance)

