First United Methodist Church
1401 E. Taft
Sapulpa, OK 74066
Return Service Requested

Crossbeams

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Sapulpa Ok
Permit No 133

January 2019

Great Invitation

Dr. Allen Schneider

The coming of Christ into the world
involves a great invitation to yield our
lives to Christ and receive his forgiveness and grace. In Methodist
terms we call this “justifying grace.”
In some traditions it’s called “getting
saved.” But the invitation Christ extends to us involves more than just
salvation of our soul; it involves the
transformation of our lives. Again, in
our Methodist heritage there is a term
for transformation process - it’s
called “sanctifying grace.
During the seasons of Epiphany and
Lent I am going to be sharing a series
of messages that will hopefully expand our understanding of Christ’s
invitation to us. We will consider His
invitation for our lives to be changed.
A new year is a great time to reflect
upon the course of our life and hopefully make needed corrections. This
is even more helpful if we follow the
One who is called the Way into a new
and wonderful day.

New Crosses For A New Year
During the season of Advent a special project was underway at our
church: the restoring and repainting
of our crosses. Over the years, largely due to “weathering’ our crosses
had deteriorated to the point that they
looked more like “the old rusty
cross” than the “old rugged cross.”
In short, they had become something
of an eye-sore. But now our crosses
have been restored to a state of of
original beauty. Special thanks are to
be given to our Trustees who researched options and moved us forward with this project and also to
those who have given in special ways
that have enabled us to maintain the
integrity of our properties. Along
with our new sign, our crosses present to the community a church that
developing and growing.

Cross & Flame Café
Resumes Wednesday, Jan 9 - 5:30 p.m.
(Activities Available For All Ages)

Morning Messages
Jesus invites us to be...

Jan 6 - Tools In God’s Hands, (1 Cor. 1:26-2:5)
Jan 13 - Growing and Whole. (Lk 2:41-52)
Jan 20 - Victors Over the Our Struggles, (Lk 4:1-13)
Jan 27 - Proclaimers of the Good News, (Lk 4:14-21)
Office: 918-224-3006

Web: www.sapulpafumc.or g

Birthdays!

Missions
Christmas greetings from the Missions Committee! Many thanks for your
prayers and support for our recent trip to UMCOR Sager Brown. Your generous donations covered the expense of all 10 cleaning buckets we took with
us! While there we joined with 40+ members of other churches from Arkansas, Missouri, Mississippi and Texas to put together 846 cleaning buckets and
1,428 school kits. Three of us spent a day volunteering with local ministries.
Our next trip to UMCOR Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana is scheduled for
April 28th through May 3rd, 2019. If you are interested in going we will be
having a meeting after church Sunday, January 13, 2019. The deadline for
signing up will be the last of February. The Missions Committee exists to
“share the love of Christ in ways that make a Christian difference”. If you
have a desire to participate in an existing mission effort or have a passion for
some other mission, we want to help connect you &/or create other mission
opportunities for you to answer God’s call on your life. Just call one of us &/
or come to the meeting scheduled for Sunday, January 13th and share your
ideas! “As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, may we share with others the
love He came to bring. ‘…let us love one another for love comes from
God…” I John 4:7’” HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Service of Consecration
On the first Sunday of each year, the early Methodists used to share in a Service Of Renewal Of Our Covenant With God. This service, largely due to it’s
length and complexity, is not now commonly observed, but each year at this
time, in conjunction with our service of Holy communion we share in a time
of prayer and consecration for each of the new leaders of our church. Once
again, on Sunday, January 6, we will observe this tradition. In both our Sanctuary service and our Family Life service we will observe a special time of
prayer for those who will assume responsibilities in 2019.

01 Heather Graham, Gary Simpson
02 Sherri Spradlin, Ginger Spencer
07 Richard VanDeven, Landry
Thompson
08 Marian Frazier, Tameya Mayhew,
Roger Jones, Peggy Alverson
09 Dave Robertson
11 Jet Rider, Scott Neal, Ethel Davis
14 Stephen Wideman
15 Susan Price, Tanner Heape
18 Barrie Herring
19 Virginia Helton
21 Christine Lewis
22 Jennifer Lake
23 J.T. Rains, Elnora Bowen, Weston
Bock
24 Austin Pardinas, Matt Cadion,
Larry Rush
25 Art Davis
26 Jim Gregory, Gary Lake, Rick
Watson, Sarah Rojas
27 Trisha Prine, Ellyana Petersen,
Amber Price, Sue Skinner
28 Kevin Thompson, Cole Satterfield,
Anna Wolf, Dan Logan, Mary
Hollis
29 Maryetta Collins, John Robert
McCormick
30 Leslie Schmidt, Randy Mullins,
Carmen Farnbach
31 Harold Inda

Prayer Concerns

Epiphany Prayer Journey
Epiphany is the first season of our new year. The color
is green, symbolizing growth, and reminds us of the
coming and going forth of the Wise Men to spread the
Good news. During this season of Epiphany we invite
you to participate in a time of daily prayer for our
church. An Epiphany Prayer Guide is available which
will call to your attention some of the key leaders and
ongoing ministries of our church. Let’s begin the year
right, by supporting our leaders in prayer!

Thank You...
To all who made special end of the year contributions
to help us
with expenses and apportionments. Your gifts are
greatly appreciated!
















Vicki Lisle
Kelly Barnett
Jim Morsey
Marion Peacock
Jack Callen
Jerry Meek
Michael Bewley
Brenda McKinney
Don Malon
Arline (Mother of Ginger Spencer)
Mady Stout
Clarkie (Kay Arbenz’s Sister)
Anna Brown
April’s niece Gracie

Calendar

For The Record

Recurring Weekly Calendar
Sunday
8:15am Back Packs
8:30am Praise Team Rehearsal
9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Morning Worship
3:30pm Disciple Bible Study
Monday
12:00pm Women’s Share Group**
6:30pm Cub Scouts
7:00pm Boy Scouts/ Webelos
Wednesday
4:15pm Women’s Share Group*
5:15pm Cross & Flame Café*
6:00pm UMYF*
6:15pm Spiritual Adventures (children)*
6:15pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal*
6:15pm Pastor’s Study*
7:25pm Chancel Ringers Rehearsal*
Thursday
6:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal
Saturday
7:30am Men’s Bible Study

Monthly Calendar Events
Tuesday, January 1st
6:30pm Trustee’s Meeting
(scheduled to change)
Thursday, January 3rd
6:00pm UMW Joy Circle
6:00pm UMM Meeting
Tuesday, January 8th
6:30pm Girl Scouts
Thursday, January 10th
9:30am UMW Esther Circle
1:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
Sunday, January 13th
6:30pm Children’s Council
Monday, January 14th
6:30pm Worship Committee
Sunday, January 20th
12:30pm Patterns of Evidence
Monday, January 21st
10:00am Membership Committee
6:30pm Finance Committee
Tuesday, January 22nd
6:30pm Church Council
6:30pm Girl Scouts
Thursday, January 24th
11:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
Monday, January 28th
6:30pm Missions Committee
*Programs will resume January 9th at
it’s regularly scheduled time. To see
updates made to the calendar go to
http://www.sapulpafumc.org/

Our Presence

November
December
December
December

Worship
28th 143
02nd 165
09th
205
16th 229

SS
82
85
97
107

Our Gifts

General
4,334.55
9,719.50
9,017.80
9,089

Family Life
345
545
550
5,825

Make a resolution to support missions through the FUMC of Sapulpa! The
purpose of the United Methodist Women (UMW) is to be a community of
women who experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive friendship; and to expand the concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. UMW has
been connecting women with an exciting involvement with world-wide missions for 150 years. Come join us as we make a difference locally, nationally,
and around the globe. Joy Circle meets Thursday, January 3rd at 6 pm in the
parlor, and Esther Circle meets January 10th at 9:30 am. For more information, see Kay Arbenz, Barbara Weaver or Ann Cornelius.

Trustee’s New Years Projects
The Bell Tower Crosses are finished and paid for! Thank you to those who
donated to this project and to Kay Arbenz who made sure it was completed in
a timely manner. In January we plan to start painting the Library and the main
hallways on the upper level. We have had the murals on the west and north
halls photographed to preserve them for the Church’s historical records. Hopefully the painting will be completed in one week. After the painting is completed new carpeting will be installed on the upper level hallways, Narthex, Library and rooms next to the Sanctuary. The existing carpet has become a safety
issue and must be replaced. The new carpet is a dark blue and gray nylon coming in 2 foot squares laid in a 1/4 turn pattern. The carpeting should be done
within a week and other than the Library, all areas should be available for use
every weekend. A POD will be rented to store the contents of the Library
while it is being painted and new carpeting installed. If you have any questions
please see Jim Reh.

Follow Us On YouTube!
If you are unable to be with us on a given Sunday but would
like to here the message of the day, Trish Prine has now created for the church our own YouTube Channel and she is posting
our Sunday messages for each week. You simply need to: 1)
open your web-browser, 2) go to www.youtube.com. 3) type
Sapulpa 1st UMC in the search window. You will then find both a channel
link and links to recent sermons by title. After opening the desired presentation, you can also “share” a particular message with your friends by click on
the “share button.” We have already had people visiting our church because
they have found our messages on You Tube. So please use this tool for your
own enjoyment and to reach out to others who may be looking for a church
home.

It’s a new year! A new
year
signifies,
to
many, a fresh start and
an opportunity to reflect on the past year! I
think back on December, and it was an awesome month! The children preformed Christmas songs– it was
so cute! We had a super fun Christmas party, and Santa came to
visit! We have had so
much fun this year
learning more about
our faith and walk
with Jesus. In December, our unit was, “A

Happy New Year! We are praying that everyone had a wonderful
Christmas! The new year is an awesome time to set new goals,
hopes, and dreams for the upcoming year. As we begin the new
year, we are inviting students to join our Bible Study group text.
This will be a place where we do a bible study on our own at
home and then text comment, questions, and discussion points
together! We will do this all year long! If your student wants to be
added, just message our Youth Minister! We will send out calendars for the new year starting in January. Some events that are
happening that need RSVP'd to are:

Time Is Coming,” what
a perfect time to study
the Christmas story. In
January, our unit is titled, “Jesus, the Greatest Prophet.” I hope to
see you at church!

Angel Tree

Winter Retreat, February 1-2 at Egan in Tahlequah (please sign up
online, you can get the link form Kira)

Because of your
generosity,
twenty-five angel
children will have
a Christmas
blessed with gifts.
Linda
Holman, RexAnn
and Lydia Lawson
helped me deliver
the gifts to the
Department of
Human Services on December 10 so that they can
arrive for the little ones by Christmas. Thank you
for sharing your blessings with the less fortunate
children of our County. Merry Christmas!

Winter Jam, February 10 at the BOK Center in Tulsa (RSVP with
$15, ASAP!)
This is going to be an awesome year for your youth! We
look forward to being apart of it!

Backpack
Ministry

Ministry Team
Dr. Allen Schneider (Senior Pastor)
Sarah Rojas (Office Administrator)
Nancy Green (Financial Administrator)
Paul Tucker (Building/Maintenance)
Jim Gregory (Organist/Director of Music)
Terri Wadley (Music Associate)
Trish Prine (Audio/Visual Director)
Kira Calhoun (Youth Ministry)
Tabitha McClanahan (Children’s Ministry)
April Petersen (Children’s Ministry)
Gina Blansett (Nursery Director)

allen@sapulpafumc.org
admin@sapulpafumc.org
finance@sapulpafumc.org
jim@sapulpafumc.org
allenlawsapulpa@gmail.com
4prine@gmail.com
youth@sapulpafumc.org
tabm@sbcglobal.net
aprilpetersen11@gmail.com

It’s hard to believe one semester of the
school year has gone by. These words
hold true: Time is so precious that it is
dealt out to us only in the smallest possible fractions—a tiny moment at a time.
Irish Proverb. We must make the most
of the time God has given us! Please
join us at 8:45 on Sunday mornings to
pack the backpacks for the children. We
could use more workers. Those who are
currently serving in this important ministry are so very much appreciated!
Let’s plan a fund raiser for early
March. If you are interested please see
me at church or call me at 918-5319505. This will be fun! One last thing.
Due to Christmas break, the next time
we will pack the backpacks will be January 6th.

