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This Too...

Church In A Time Of Crisis

Dr. Allen Schneider

During this time of national crisis, our church is striving to walk a balance
between the continued provision of vital services and compliance with safety
guidelines set forth by the Center for Disease Control. As of the publication
of this newsletter, we are unable to offer any of our regular services of worship as gatherings have been restricted to groups of 10 or less. (We are hoping that by the time you receive this newsletter this information will be out of
date and we will be moving, once again, towards normal operations). Further,
we have presently suspended Wednesday evening programing (meals, studies,
fellowship groups) and even our committees are meeting on a very limited
basis. Again, we are praying that sometime in April we can return to more
normal operations.

For years one of my favorite saying
is, “This too shall pass.” It is not a
verse from the Bible but a saying
that comes from a story about a
king who was seeking wisdom. A
wise counselor, so the story goes,
gave him a ring with the phrase
“this too shall pass” printed on it.
The king was told that when he
faced times of trouble he shouldn’t
worry; his troubles would last only
for a season and then life would
move on. But he was also told that
when life was comfortable he
should be caught off guard for new
challenges would surly one day
come. As for me, I’m ready for this
current challenge to pass. I don’t
like not being able to join for weekly worship; it is discouraging not to
participate in fellowship and study
groups; it is disheartening to see
what is happening to family,
friends, and my community. But I
am trusting that this present crisis
will one day be gone and our normal routine will return. In the
meantime, I invite all of us to pray
and trust that God will intervene in
a powerful and wonderful way.

During this time of limited activity, a small Worship Team is meeting weekly
to provide a video worship and message which is being posted on YouTube,
Facebook, and our Website. We will email a link, each week, to all for whom
we have email addresses. This will continue during the crisis unless even
tighter restrictions are put into place.

Easter

What Will Holy Week Look Like?
Holy Week and Easter are being planned in somewhat of a “contingency”
manner this year as we are uncertain when we will be able to return to normal
operations. If we are unable to meet for Maunday Thursday, April 9, we are
looking into possibilities for providing Holy Communion in some sort of
“drive through” manner under our West Side portico. Of course we will only
do this if we are still facing restraints on gathering and if we feel we can do so
in a safe manner. No doubt we will know more as Holy Week approaches.
How wonderful it will be if we can gather once again on Easter Sunday. If so,
that will be a true service of Resurrection!

Morning Messages
Apr 5 - Courage & Calling, (Luke 19:28-44)
Apr 12 - One Who Gives Life (John 10:10)
Apr 19 - Resting in Christ, (Ephesians 2:4-6)
Apr 26 - Walking in Worthiness, (Ephesians 4:1-15)
Office: 918-224-3006

Web: www.sapulpafumc.or g

We are getting ready for the rummage sale. On Sunday, April 19th there will
be UMW volunteers to accept any item you want to bring for the sale. We do
not have the means or manpower to pick up your items. PLEASE, have your
items here by Thursday afternoon. When we arrive at church on Friday
morning, we will have a group waiting to get in and will not have time to sort
through item and price them and get them on the tables. And as always, we
cannot take older TV’s. We have to pay to have them recycled.

At our Unit meeting we were blessed with our own April Sellers White talking about getting out of prison and getting back into society. She spoke about
Exodus House. On UMW Sunday our speaker, Stacy Ninness from NSO,
was unable to attend. We will have her back at another time when the world
settles down. She sent a video and Ann did a wonderful job filling in. Cheryl
Cox did a great job of leading the readings and reading the scripture. Carolyn
Nicholson gave a report on the work and donations given by the church for
Martha’s house years ago. What a blessing our church family is. Kay Arbenz
presented the UMW Recognitions pins to Ann Cornelius and to Phyllis Lowe.
Phyllis was not in church on UMW Sunday so we are holding her pin hostage
until we see her!
Our UMW luncheon will be held on June 27th this year. Every woman in the
church is invited. We have so much fun. This year we are going to put together hygiene kits to deliver to the Sapulpa School system. There are approximately 80 children in the schools that do not have permanent homes. So
we are asking you to pick up some items for the kits. There will be lists in the
Narthex and downstairs to put the items. If we make to have extra stuff we
will find a use for it. Some of the items needed are: Travel Size Deodorant
(female and male), Soap, Tissues (small purse/pocket size) dental floss, tooth
brush, toothpaste, wash cloth, feminine pads, comb.
The United Methodist Women have a wonderful Unit at this church. In that
Unit are 2 Circles. The Joy Circle meets the 1st Thursday of the month at
6:00 pm in the Parlor. The Esther Circle meets on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 9:30 am in the Parlor. We invite you to come to either or both Circles. The upcoming rummages sale is a wonderful way to get to know the
congregation. Stop by and help or just visit!
Upcoming Events for the UMW
Joy Circle April 2nd at 6:00 PM in the Parlor (The United Methodist Men
meet in the Fellowship Hall at the same time as the Joy Circle. They provide a
meal and usually a speaker. All are invited to both gatherings)
Esther Circle April 9th at 9:30 AM in the Parlor
Set up for the Rummage Sale April 20th (the church will be open Sunday
April 19th from 1:00 - 5:00 PM for drop offs. We will not be able to pick
up items this year.)
Rummage Sale April 24th – 25th
UMW Luncheon June 27th
What a wonderful year this is. We all bask in the Glory of God!
We are hoping to keep these scheduled events, but will adjust them if needed.
Thank you for your patience and understanding during this time.
-Sarah Romer, Office Administrator

01 Michelle Carmody
02 Kasey Cadion
05 Benson Woolery, Judy Bundy, Jeffery
Date Fletcher
06 Paul Inbody
07 Natalie Fletcher
08 Luanne Denton, Logan Van Maren,
Cheryl Cox
09 Jordan Tuttle, Katy Cole
10 Greg Weisz
12 Amy Rogers, Fowler Jacobs
13 Griffin Hershberger
14 John Taylor
15 Angie Chaffin, Michelle Gordon, Mike
Asher, Brenda Evans
16 Hannah Reeves, Rachel Short
17 Perry Collins, Sam Johnson
18 Cory Keller
19 Chris Drymon, Jackie Robertson
20 Brenna Mullins, Tom Lucas
21 Jennie Bock, Amy Morgan, Ernie
Selser, Janey Weins
22 Sue Coonce
23 Dorotha Satterfield
25 Phil Stickler
26 Evan Jackson
27 Amanda Shirey, Angela
Shirey
28 Dakota Neal
29 Rose Barn, Muriel Helms
30 Heather Ozbirn
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Vicki Lisle
Kelly Barnett
Jim Morsey
Marion Peacock
Jerry Meek
Jared Murphy
Margie Kirk
Jamie Harp
Jessica Dickey
Trace Cluck




Charlotte Contreras
Family of Eddie
Green
 Family of Robert
Davis
 Chuck Bates
 Our World &
Continued Health

Calendar
Recurring Weekly Calendar
Sunday
Morning Worship will be posted every
Sunday on the website, Facebook page,
and YouTube. You will be notified via
email when the links are live. This email
will also include a short message from
Pastor Schneider, our weekly prayer concerns, and information on ways to give.

Monthly Calendar Events
Councils & Committees
All committees will meet online until we
are able to meet together again at the
church. Thank you for your cooperation
during this time of uncertainty.
Thursday, April 2nd
6:00pm UMM Meeting
Tuesday, April 7th
6:30pm Trustee’s Meeting
Monday, April 13th
6:00pm Worship Committee
Sunday, April 17th
6:30pm Children’s Council
Monday, April 18th
10:00am Membership Committee
6:30pm Finance Committee
Monday, April 27th
6:30pm Missions Committee
Tuesday, April 28th
6:30pm Church Council

Backpack Program
Representatives from the Alan Bowden
school coordinated with Laurie McDonel
this week and came by the church and
picked up all of our food for the Back Pack
program. During this time of restrictions
they are going to assemble the food sacks
at their school. The situation may change
as the present crisis continues or
(hopefully) dissipates. We will keep our
Backpack workers informed of further developments. We are pleased, however, that
even in this time of national emergency we
are able to coordinate
and continue to provide services for the
children of our community. Thank you
to all who help with
this program.

For The Record
Our Presence
Worship
SS
February
23rd
137
77
March
1st
133
74
March
8th
119
75
March
15th
78
53
March
22nd
Online Services
Family Life Center Loan Balance: $151,153.62

Our Gifts
General
Family Life
6,964.00
950.00
5,877.00
995.00
5,701.00
2,375.00
4,136.00
120.00
——Not Recorded——

Financial Update
Not being able to hold service of worship is, as you can imagine, going to challenge us in the area of giving as well. Most people are accustomed to bringing
their tithes and offerings with them to worship and placing them in the appropriate
plates or jars during the service of worship. We appreciate greatly those who have
remembered to mail their checks into the office. Others have made use of our
online giving option. (The link to on-line giving is provided below.) In either
case, please strive (in whatever approach works best for you) to keep your giving
up to date during this time of interruption to our regular services of worship. Obviously our Change the World offering (utilizing the change jars located through the
church) has been greatly hampered. Please remember too, in whatever way you
can, the invitation to support our various missions projects during the season of
Lent.

Planting Your Spring Garden
For the Garden of your Daily Living
Plant three rows of peas
Peace of Mind
Peace of Heart
Peace of Soul
Plant four rows of squash
Squash Gossip
Squash indifferences
Squash Grumbling
Squash Selfishness
Plant four rows of Lettuce
Lettuce be Faithful
Lettuce be Kind
Lettuce be patient
Lettuce really love one another us
No Garden is complete without Turnips
Turnup for meetings
Turnup for Service
Turnup to help one another
To complete our garden, we must have
thyme
Thyme for each other
Thyme for family
Thyme for friends
Thyme for God
Water with patience and cultivate with
love. There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.

Hi Everybody!
Wow. What a crazy couple of weeks. Things are
changing every day, but there is one thing that
doesn’t change, EVER, and that is God’s love for
us. Joshua 1:9 reminds us; “Do not be afraid, do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go.” God is with us wherever we
are and wherever we go, even when we aren’t in our
“usual” places like church or school.
I am SO excited to meet you! Until we are able to
gather again, be sure to check our Facebook page
and church website for links to lessons and updates
on all things Sapulpa FUMC Kids!

At present our interviews with candidates for the Youth Director’s position has been suspended until we are past the point dealing with the carona virus crisis. Presently we are unable to have youth meetings and
we would not be able, at this time, to even assemble an interview team
to meet with candidates. As soon as this crisis is past we will resume
our search. Pastor Allen has indicated that presently he does have resume’s from two possible candidates and had visited with them on the
phone. He looks forward to being able to move forward with interviews.

Blessing Box Update
The Blessing Box is continuing to be stocked by members of that team.
However, as restrictions become greater on those who are 65 and older,
we may have to consider a different plan. To the degree that it is safe
for our workers we will continue to provide this vital ministry for our
community.

Be sure to check your email, I will be sending lots
of information for upcoming events and activities. I
have also created a GroupMe text message group, I
will be sending information out about that also.

-We are currently doing our ARK (Acts of Random
Kindness) Bingo Challenge. Check your email for
playing cards and rules!
-We are collecting change for the Change Our
World offering. Save your change! The Offering
Robot will be collecting it as soon as we return!
You are loved! Ms. Sheri

Ministry Team
Dr. Allen Schneider (Senior Pastor)
allen@sapulpafumc.org
Sarah Romer (Office Administrator)
admin@sapulpafumc.org
Nancy Green (Financial Administrator)
finance@sapulpafumc.org
Paul Tucker (Building/Maintenance)
Jim Gregory (Organist/Director of Music)
jim@sapulpafumc.org
Terri Wadley (Music Associate)
tlwadley1975@gmail.com
Leslie Schmidt (Praise Team Director)
leslieaschmidt@yahoo.com
Trish Prine (Audio/Visual Director)
4prine@gmail.com
Sheri Osborne (Children’s Director)
sherismail@ymail.com
Gina Blansett (Nursery Director)
gina.blansett@gmail.com

Message From the Backpack Program Coordinators
God truly blessed our Backpack Program this year and we are so grateful. Psalm 91:1 says I will give thanks to you,
Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
Because of His mercy and grace and because of our faithful church members we have been able to do more for the children at Allen Bowden Public School this school year. Besides the weekly bags of food for 110 children to
take home each Friday afternoon, we have provided athletic shoes, socks, underclothing, warm winter coats, and stylish
hoodies for the older students which they wore with pride!
We had hoped to take special treats and notes of appreciation to the staff during testing in April but as we know that didn't happen due to school closing after spring break.
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped in any capacity with the Backpack Program. Thank you for your prayer support and your financial support. The dedicated servants we have at First United Methodist Church are amazing!!!

We look forward to another great year in the 2020-2021 school year. Please join us in the fall when school resumes
once again and God bless you and keep you safe!
Laurie McDonel & Cheryl Cox, Backpack Coordinators

Message from Allen Bowden Public School
Please remind everyone how much we appreciate their love and support for our students! Not only do our students benefit who have food insecurity, but those who have taken on the responsibility of overseeing distribution! They take such
pride in delivering and managing the program each week. I constantly have other students who ask if they can help. This
is such a great opportunity for students to serve each other alongside of your ministry. Thanks again for pouring your
hearts into this ministry, and showing the love of God in this very practical way!
- Amy Kanes, Principal of Allen Bowden Public School

